
MENTOR PACKET LENT 
2018 Faith Mentoring Program  

To: ____________________________________________ (Faith Mentor)  

From: _________________________________________ (Youth Name)  

Faith Mentor: Please read this packet and respond to the youth within 3 days.  
Thank you for your time and your prayerful consideration.  

Dear Prospective Faith Mentor,  

You have been asked to serve as a Faith Mentor! It is an honor to have been asked to serve as a 
Faith Mentor for one of God’s children! This is a special opportunity for you to build a relationship with 
a youth. Please consider helping them to explore issues of faith and how faith plays out in their daily 
life.  

You have been asked specifically by this young person to be their Faith Mentor, so you can assume 
that you already enjoy a basic level of trust with them or at the very least they think you are cool and 
want to spend more time with you! This is an honor and a privilege as there are sometimes very few 
adults whom youth will trust or turn to. The simple invitation by the youth is an excellent foundation on 
which to build your relationship.  

The purpose of this consideration packet is to provide you with the information necessary to 
understand the Lenten Mentor Ministry so that you can be fully informed as you make your decision 
about participating and accepting the invitation.  

What’s next…  

#1. Read the contents of this packet. If you have any questions, feel free to contact either Pastor 
Linda Friesen or Pastor Jen Collins at Hosanna.   

#2. Next, take some time to pray about this decision. You will play an important role in this young 
person’s faith formation. We want to make sure that each mentor is committed and prepared to serve 
in this role.  

#3. If you feel led by God to say “yes” then fill out the registration form and give it back to your youth 
as soon as possible. Your youth must turn in your registration form AND their registration form 
together no later than Wednesday, January 31st! If you feel you are unable to accept this invitation 
please get back to your youth as soon as possible so they can select someone else to serve as their 
mentor.  

Either way please contact your youth within 3 days of receiving the packet. If you accept the 
invitation, please plan on attending the Lenten Mentoring Orientation on Saturday, February 3 at 
Camp Wapo, 738 Hickory Point, Amery, WI from 10:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch: $7  

May the Lord bless you as you make this decision!  

- Pastor Jen Collins  
jcollins@hosannaforestlake.net 

mailto:jcollins@hosannaforestlake.net


What is Lenten Faith Mentoring?  

Faith Mentor Information  

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF FAITH MENTORING?  

The purpose of Faith Mentoring is to: 
• Expand a Confirmation youth’s circle of trusted adults in the congregation. A Search Institute report 
recently published that 40% of young people today report feeling lonely. If we say relationships really 
matter, how do we make them a priority for all young people to experience? The research also 
showed only 29% of youth felt that adults in the church cared for them. The same report said that 
teenage youth need a minimum of 5 adults in their life that they can trust and talk to in order to 
become a healthy and contributing adult.  

 
• Offer each Confirmation youth the opportunity to see and learn how another adult (besides their 
parents) live out their Christian faith. 

 
• Offer each Confirmation youth an opportunity to explore and make sense of their faith. In the same 
Search Institute report, more than 60% of the youth surveyed said they wanted to know how to learn 
to love life more, recognize right from wrong, and gain a sense of purpose.  

WHAT CHARACTERISTICS SHOULD A MENTOR HAVE?  

Faith Mentors play an important role in the growth of a young person’s faith, helping them to have a 
life long “sticky” faith. The mentor often is also transformed in this experience. The gifts that are 
needed can be captured in three words; available, authentic and affirming.  

Available- Being available is making time for a relationship. Being available means following through 
on commitments and being physically and mentally present in your time together. It is also being 
emotionally available to form a relationship and spiritually available to the Spirit as it works in you, the 
youth and the relationship.  

Authentic- When one is authentic they are honest, honest about who they are, where they are at in 
the world and how they see God in their lives. Youth are surrounded by things that are fake and 
insincere; people, institutions, media. Youth yearn for something that is real, someone who is 
authentic.  

Affirming- Everybody needs and longs for others to affirm their lives and decisions. 
An affirming Faith Mentor will simply confirm the validity of a youth’s life, their experience and their 
feelings. A Faith Mentor needs to love a youth for who that youth is and remind them that they are 
loved by God.  

Remember that a youth does not need a “know-it-all” or someone who has all the answers. They don’t want 
someone who lives a perfect life and makes no mistakes. What they want and what they need is someone who 
will be available to them to listen and care, someone who will be honest and real about the struggles of faith 
and life and someone who will make them feel loved and accepted.  

 

 



WHAT TRAINING DOES A MENTOR NEED?  

You already possess the most basic skill and that is the gift of faith. There is no other special 
background or training that is required for someone to be a Faith Mentor. However, if you have never 
volunteered at Hosanna you will be requested to fill out and return a background check form.  

THE COMMITMENT  

Orientation & Meet ‘n Greet: Saturday, February 3 at Camp Wapo, 738 Hickory Point, Amery, WI 
from 10:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch: $7 

Lenten Faith Mentoring Dates: Wednesday, February 14th (Ash Wednesday) to March 21st   

The Schedule:  

There is some flexibility in the evenings as the Mentors and Mentees gather together. They will be 
framed around the worship service on a Wednesday evening. We will ask that you and your mentee 
attend the service together and then meet for no less than 30 minutes after the service. **Note: Ash 
Wednesday is just an initial meeting this is the only one that may be SHORTER than normal.  

Missed Meetings: 

If a youth or a mentor is unable to make one of the meetings they can choose to meet at a different 
time to make up the missed study guide. These times can be arranged for Sunday mornings or 
Wednesday nights (before or after the regularly scheduled meeting time). All make-up meetings must 
be scheduled with the parents’ permission!  

MENTOR RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS  
• Attend the Orientation on Saturday, February 3rd                                                                                  
• Meet the parents of the youth you will be mentoring and exchange contact information.                      
• Strive to meet regularly with your youth on the scheduled nights at the scheduled times. 
• Sign and turn-in each Devotional guide. 
• Pray regularly for your youth during the Lent season.  

If, after prayerful consideration, your answer is YES, complete the form below and return to your 
youth so that they are able to submit it by Wednesday, January 31st.  

Lenten Faith Mentor Program Registration 
Please return this portion to Pastor Jen Collins.  Print Clearly. 

Your Name (mentor’s name)_________________________________________________________                
I will be the Faith Mentor for (youth’s name):_____________________________________________ 
Relationship to youth you are mentoring: _______________________________________________           

Mentor Email (to receive info and devotions):______________________________________  

Please check this regularly as we will communicate with you regarding this ministry.  

Please read and check, acknowledging these commitments:  
   I have read and understand the information packet.  
   I will commit to the program and the schedule.  
   I am able to attend the Orientation on Wednesday, February 3 (Cost: $7 for lunch)  


