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the PALM
Advent – Christmas – Epiphany
Be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.  ~Psalm 24.1

Greetings Friends!
The notion of time helps us celebrate life by marking and recalling the important dates 
and events in our lives.  In November the Liturgical Year, or church calendar, begins anew 
as we enter the Season of Advent when once again we wait with the pregnant Mary and the 
expectant Joseph for the birth of Jesus.  Yes, it happens every year, but each year our waiting 
invites a new understanding of the Christ-child.  Advent may be the one time during the 
entire year that we stop to reflect, wait, and truly be still.  

The weeks leading up to Christmas Day can 
be stressful, anxiety-inducing, exhaustingly 
busy, even prematurely celebratory. And yet the 
Season of Advent can offer the exact opposite,  
if only we choose to intentionally embrace it.  
Advent is a time of preparation. We prepare 
our selves and our hearts by calmly listening, 
speaking to each other in caring conversation. 
We prepare our homes in a sort of outward 
display of this inward preparation by putting up 
our Christmas tree, perhaps lighting the Advent 
wreath or setting up a nativity. All of these 
actions are opportunities to model to the world 
a different way of being, opportunities to reflect, 
connect, explore our faith, be still.

At Hosanna we are ready to partner with you. Come and worship on Sunday mornings  
and Wednesday evenings during Advent as we look deep at the words of waiting —  

HOPE, PEACE, JOY, LOVE — so that your heart might be ready to fully receive the baby  
in the manger on Christmas!  On Wednesday evenings we will build the scene as those  
who gathered that first Christmas will share their story of waiting and watching.  

During the Season of Epiphany we will look at the many faces of Jesus asking the question:  
Who is this one who was born in a manger?  And then follow up with the question:  What 
does this mean in my daily life?

Be part of the story!  
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We are called, gathered and sent to be a people living,  
loving and serving as Jesus did, so that all may know Him.
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JOIN US! 
Christmas Eve Worship Times 

December 24th

4:00, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m.

As we prepare for Christ coming during Advent it is important to 
remember that the journey was one of the most important elements  

of the Advent. The shepherds, the wise men, Mary, and Joseph all set out 
on a journey for the coming of Christ.  Join the journey!

Wednesday Evenings: Characters at 
the Cradle – Building the Nativity

December 3
The Innkeeper and his Wife:  
A crowded Inn and a Stable

December 10
Angels and Shepherds: Announcers 
and Praisers, People on the Move!

December 17
Mary and Joseph: Meet the Parents

Saturday, December 6th 
9 – 10:30 a.m.

Pause*Ponder*Prepare
An Advent Breakfast for women  
and girls of ALL ages (see page 5) 

Sunday, December 21st 
9 and 10:30 a.m.

The First Christmas Night  
in Story and Song

“Twas the very first Christmas, when 
all through the town not a creature 

was stirring – there was not a sound.” 

Wednesday, December 24th 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship

4:00 p.m.
Christmas Praise and Worship  
led by Hosanna worship band  
with special children’s message

9:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Festive Christmas Worship with  

Brass and Hosanna Choir

Prepare for Christmas!Embark on the  
journey this Advent!
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connect360: Wednesday evenings
Hosanna’s Wednesday night programming is up and running! The evening  
begins by sharing a meal together, followed with Fellowship, Faith, FUN, Music, 
Worship and Faith Formation for ALL AGES.

NO connect360 on November 26, December 24 and December 31.

Last Word
On October 26th, 2014, thirteen of our young people affirmed their baptism in the  
Rite of Confirmation.  They said YES! to a God who will continue to walk alongside 
them in their journey of faith.  Congratulations Confirmation Class of 2014!
Here is what some of them had to say about their faith:

Youth Events...coming soon!
December 5:  Christmas Lock-In
Registration forms are available on the 
youth bulletin board or in the youth 
room.  We will be taking a look at Love 
and what it means to Love our neighbors.

January 17-20:  Mid-Winter Retreat
Details coming SOON.  Watch e-blasts 
and Facebook for more information.

I have seen God in many places…  
but most of all I have felt God’s love  

through the kindness of people.

I believe that Hosanna will  
always walk by my side…  

I consider them part of my family.

The past two years have been a roller  
coaster ride…I’ve had times when  
my faith has been tested and times  

where my faith has grown a lot stronger.

I love God, and God loves me…

For all my life, I’ve lived here  
worshiping along with my church family.   
I was baptized here, learned everything  

I know about God here, and I couldn’t imagine 
life without Hosanna and my growing faith.

My faith is me!  

I see the cross as a symbol  
for freedom.  Jesus died for ME!

connect360: Adult Education  
Living Your Strengths at Hosanna 
Do you have the opportunity to do what you do best every day?  Do you bring your 
best to your relationships, your community, your work and your church?  Do you know 
what your God-gifted talents are?   

All too often our natural talents go untapped.  From cradle to the cubicle, we devote 
more time to fixing our weaknesses than to developing our talents to create strengths.

Living Your Strengths is a process that helps you identify, affirm and serve from your 
strengths.  It includes the online Clifton StrengthsFinder assessment paired with a time 
to discover what this means to live, love and serve from these strengths, discovering the 
power of community when we live a strengths-based life.

Wednesdays – January 7, 14, 21, 28
Cost is $15 due the first night of class (for StrengthsFinders code) 
Facilitator: Pastor Linda

Save the DATE – Couples’ Retreat!
Creating a STRONG Relationship using StrengthsFinders 
February 20-21, 2015
Sign-up and additional information to follow.  Location and Cost TBD.   
Contact Pastor Linda if you might be able to help organize this event!

Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Update
It has been four months since Tracie Peterson with InterServe Ministries 
has entered into partnership with us to lead us in renewing CYF 
ministry at Hosanna.  Tracie has been focused on the day-to-day tasks 
of getting programming supported and running smoothly; things 
like connect360 faith formation, confirmation for 7th and 8th grade 
students and Jesus and Me (JaM) time on Sunday mornings.  We are 
off to a great start, filled with energy, excitement and many caring 

volunteers.  Now it is time to turn the corner and begin visioning for the future of 
CYF Ministries!  From a process perspective, the next three months will be focused on 
gathering information; learning, discerning and evaluating.  Be part of the journey.  
Contact Tracie Peterson or Pastor Linda for more information. 

Weekly Schedule 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
A high quality, healthy meal 
with salad bar and dessert

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Good News at 6  
(mid-week worship service) 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation, Music & 
Arts, Confirmation, Higher 
Ground and Adult Learning

Advent Meals on 
December 3, 10 and 17
Two kinds of soup,  
bread/or sandwich,  
dessert and beverages.  
Free will offering accepted.

Meal Prices 
(starting January 7)
Grade 2 and under $4 
Grade 3 to Adult $6 
Entire Family $20

Discounted pre-payment 
6-week meal package 
(starting January 7)
Grade 2 and under $18 
Grade 3 to Adult $30  
Entire Family $90 

UPCOMING DATES

November 23
Christ the King Sunday 

Stewardship Celebration

November 26
Thanksgiving Eve Service – 7:00 p.m. 
Forest Hills United Methodist Church,  

Forest Lake

December 3
Building the Nativity:  

The Innkeeper and his Wife

December 4
NBC’s Peter Pan Live Viewing party 

December 6 – 9:00 a.m.
Advent Breakfast for Women and Girls

December 10
Building the Nativity: Angels and Shepherds

December 11
Angel Tree Gift Wrapping

December 17
Building the Nativity: Mary and Joseph

December 21 – 9 and 10:30 a.m.
The First Christmas Night in Story and Song

December 24 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship

4:00 p.m. – Christmas Praise and  
Worship led by Hosanna worship band  

with special children’s message

9:00 and 10:30 p.m. – Festive Christmas 
Worship with Brass and Hosanna Choir

December 28 – 9:00 and 10:30 p.m.
Youth-led worship services

January 30
Soup-er Bowl Event

February 13 – 15
CPA’s Peter Pan performances

February 18
Ash Wednesday

February 20-21
Couples’ Retreat: Creating a STRONG  
Relationship using StrengthsFinders
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2014 Confirmands (from left to right)  Front row: Pastor Linda Friesen,  
Paige Robinson, AJ Dreyer, Ethan Grant, Kendra Anderson, Kimmie Dreyer  
and Josh Larson.  Back row: Luke Grossen, Carrie Voss, William Valentin,  
Colten Christy, Vanessa Weigel, Lexi Jordan and Max Kelley.

Be part of the Journey!



The church is Advent.
The unwrapping of God’s greatest gift is near. 
Advent – coming.

God will take away the tinsel and decorate our human hearts  
in hope so that Christians can sit laughing in the rain, knowing 
that the Lord is going to shine in upon their being.

For no matter how long the darkness, God will send the Light.

We will dance in the streets of Bethlehem, For He will be born!

The church is Christmas.
The present is the presence of the divine and holy in the form of a baby.

“Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of  
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a  
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth  
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel  
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace  
among those whom he favors!”

The church is Epiphany.
We are the Magi, searching,

resplendent in this world’s 
accouterments of knowledge  
and wealth and achievement.

But we search for something more.

And – of all unlikely places –  
in a stable the Deity appears.

The borning of our Lord bursts  
in upon our ordinary lives  
like fireworks in the snow.

Only God would send a little  
baby King, and we are on our knees,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

– selections from Kneeling in Bethlehem  
by Ann Weems

Seasons of the Church

Epiphany:   
January – February 18, 2015  
(Ash Wednesday) 
Discovering the Many Faces of Jesus

Stewardship Update
The Stewardship Team

Charitable donations can do more than help Hosanna Lutheran 
Church, they can save you a lot of money come tax time. Whether 
you are looking to give $50 or $5,000 there are many ways to 
maximize the gift of giving. The benefits primarily center around 
tax deductions.  You are able to take dollar-for-dollar deductions.

Donate Appreciated Stock to Avoid Capital Gains
In addition to getting dollar-for-dollar deductions for your 
donations, people who own appreciated stock that they have 
held for longer than one year can donate the shares to Hosanna 
Lutheran Church to avoid any long-term capital gains taxes. Maybe 
you bought a stock ten years ago for $500 and now it’s worth 
$1,000. Normally if you sell you are subject to the long-term capital 
gains tax on the $500 gain. If you give directly to Hosanna you’ll 
get a charitable deduction of $1,000 for the fair market value and 
avoid the long-term capital gains tax.

Donate from your IRA if you are over 70 and-a-half  
The IRS requires everybody over 70½ to take money out of their 
IRA and retirement plan, as a strategy you can withdraw that 
money as a charitable donation directly to Hosanna Lutheran 
Church. By doing that you get the deduction from your charitable 
donation and don’t have to worry about the tax implications.

Mortgage Update
Sherry Schumacher, Council Treasurer

The Church Council accepted an amazing offer 
from Thrivent Financial, our current mortgage 
holder, for a re-price of Hosanna’s mortgage.  
Our new interest rate for the next five years will 
be 3.625%.  Our existing rate was 6.50%.  This 
blessing of interest savings can now be used to 
support Hosanna’s programs and ministries.  

The new payment will begin in November.  The reduction of the 
interest premium was due to the following:

• Excellent repayment on the lines of credit

• Strong cash flow

• Providing line of credit documentation on  
a monthly basis as originally requested

We did not pay any additional funds for this re-price, there were no 
closing costs.  This blessing will certainly strengthen our financial 
future at Hosanna.  Your continued financial support is vital to the 
mission that we share.

Green Earth Team (GET)
Next meeting on December 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
The Green Earth Team (GET) is excited about the enthusiasm and 
involvement in Stewardship of the Earth by members of Hosanna. 
We have an educational segment coming soon that will help 
individuals and businesses become more familiar with ways  
to love and care for God’s creations – the Earth and all living 
things. Please join us in making this a success! Contact Kathy 
Okeson, tv69oke@aol.com, or any GET board member for more 
information. Join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 a.m.  
for an hour long planning meeting. 5 2

Children’s Performing Arts (CPA)  
and Hosanna Partner for Pajamas
This season’s CPA production is Peter Pan – the story of a 
mischievous little boy who can fly.  Most of our kids have a 
warm place to sleep, cozy pajamas and a person to read to them 
at night.  Unfortunately, that is not the case for everyone in 
and around our community.  This year CPA and Hosanna are  
teaming up with Pajama Program to collect new pajamas and 
new books for kids in need.  Thousands of the children they serve 
live in group homes or shelters and many have never enjoyed 
the simple comfort of having a parent tuck them in at bedtime 
and read to them.  Together we will be collecting new pajamas 
and new books starting January 4th through the performances 
on February 13 – 15.  Please consider donating:  new pajamas 
(infant - teen sizes) and/or new books.  

Sunshine Preschool Pie Gift Cards
Sunshine Preschool is selling pie gift cards valid for one whole 
pie at any Village Inn or Baker’s Square nationwide. Pie cards are 
great to use for holiday pies or for giving as gifts. Even better – 
buy a pie card and use it to bring a pie to the Thanksgiving service 
at Forest Hills United Methodist on November 26. Each pie card 
costs $12.50 and the proceeds benefit Sunshine Preschool. You 
can stop by preschool to purchase pie cards through December 5  
or contact Sunshine at 651.464.5502, ext. 2014 or sunshine@
sunshine-preschool.net. Thank you for your support!

Angel Tree Christmas
Hosanna will again be 
participating in Angel Tree 
Christmas this year.  Through 
this ministry, you can provide gifts for children living in MN 
who have a parent in prison.  These gifts are given on behalf 
of their parent who won’t be spending Christmas with them 
this year.  The gifts are delivered to families nearby or shipped 
to families in more remote areas of MN.  Stop by the tables in 
the Upper Commons beginning November 23rd to select an 
Angel Tree tag and sign up to brighten a child’s Christmas!  Gift 
ideas are provided and the suggested gift amount is $20-25.  
All gifts are due back to Hosanna in a box ready for wrapping 
by December 7th.  Please let us know if you’d like to help at 
our wrapping night on December 11th or be part of a delivery 
team!  Thanks for your consideration.  Connectors: Sue Palmer 
651.329.1098 and Anne Myre 651.303.9321.

Be a Mentor and a Friend –  
a Partnership with Forest Lake Elementary
Eat lunch with a 4th, 5th or 6th grader in need of a lunch- 
buddy, play a few board or card games and have some caring 
conversations.  Upcoming lunch dates are:  December 8, 22, 
January 15, 26 and February 9, 24.  Contact Dave Sauer  
to sign-up at 651.464.8815 or davesauer65@gmail.com.   
Make a difference in our community!

Stewardship Celebration
Sunday, November 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 and 10:30 a.m.
Join us on Sunday, November 23rd as we 
celebrate Stewardship, as well as Christ the 
King Sunday.  My Giving Plan cards were 
recently mailed out.  Please bring your 
completed card to worship on November 
23rd.  There will be a special time for all 
to bring their Giving Plans and Offerings 
forward during worship.  Please prayerfully 
consider God’s work within the Hosanna community and  
within your own life.  Stewardship is believing that everything 
belongs to God.  We are all stewards of the Kingdom – today!  
Please contact Pastor Linda with any questions or concerns.

NBC’s Peter Pan Live Viewing party 
Thursday, December 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
We invite CPA families and Hosanna families to NBC’s Peter Pan 
Live Viewing party!  Get your PJ’s on, bring a pillow and blanket, 
and join us at Hosanna on December 4th at 7:00 p.m. for the 
Live production of Peter Pan!  This will also be the introduction 
and kick-off to the Pajama Program contest we will be doing 
this year!  Due to allergies, please do not bring any food.  We 
do, however, encourage you to bring a water bottle, pillow and 
blanket.  CPA will provide a light snack.

Pause*Ponder*Prepare
An Advent Breakfast for women and girls of ALL Ages

Saturday, December 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 – 10:30 a.m.
The MEN are cooking!  Join Pastor Linda as we read the OLD 
familiar Christmas story and see it come alive through lively 
illustrations and conversations.  Free will donation for breakfast 
will be accepted.

Kingdom Assignment Art Sale at Hosanna
Sundays, December 7 and 14 . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Proceeds to benefit St. Paul Partners clean water initiative  
for Tanzania.

Save the Date!  Soup-er Bowl Event
Our Worship & Music Kingdom Assignment team is planning 
a “Soup-er Bowl” event to kick-off fundraising for worship and 
music at Hosanna.  Some of the planned events include food, 
music, raffles, silent auction and craft sale items.  Proceeds from 
this event will go towards purchasing, replacing and repairing 
equipment for our worship spaces with 10% of the money raised 
being given directly to a local food shelf.  Please mark your 
calendars for Friday, January 30th, and plan to join us for this 
fun event.  If you are interested in volunteering or in donating 
silent auction or raffle items, please contact Rachel Kaup at 
hakrkaup@gmail.com or Jim Deshaw at deshawjim@gmail.com.  

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPSUPCOMING EVENTS!
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Buck Carlson
President

• Adaptability
• Connectedness
• Developer
• Empathy
• Positivity

Born and raised in Edina, MN

The Shepherd that watched the flocks by night. 
To be out at night under the stars and especially 
that night, that one Brilliant Star that drew the 
Shepherd to the Baby Jesus. To me, the Shepherd 
represents the common person and the Shepherds 
presence was the gift to the baby Jesus.

Mary Did You Know – For me this is a very 
powerful song, that when I hear it sung gives  
me chills and a sense of peace.  The song  
speaks of Hope for all.

I put my arm around the actor Keifer 
Sutherland’s mother and was about to  
KISS her when I realized she wasn’t Laura.

Rena Benedict
Secretary

• Empathy
• Developer
• Learner
• Harmony
• Input

Born in Algona, Iowa; raised in St. Paul, MN

The Wise Men, to me they represent a combination  
of science and faith – although one of my favorites 
is the sign that reads Three Wise Women would have 
asked directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the 
baby, brought practical gifts, cleaned the stable,  
made a casserole, and there would be Peace On Earth!

Sweet Little Jesus Boy – Some people have a 
holiday tradition of Handel’s Messiah or the Guthrie’s 
Christmas Carol.  I first heard this sung in Penumbra 
Theater’s production “Black Nativity” – the most  
joyful Christmas tradition I have ever experienced.

My ancestor Abraham Kuyper was a noted theologian 
and the 24th prime minister of the Netherlands.

Rachel Kaup
President Elect

• Individualization
• Belief
• Responsibility
• Strategic
• Achiever

Born in Saint Cloud, MN; raised in Inver Grove Heights, MN since age 2

The Little Lamb, I have a beautiful ceramic nativity that my mother made in the early 
1970’s.  It has always held such deep rooted memories for me, despite the chips and 
cracks from years of use.  I love all the figures at the manger, but I am most attached 
to the smallest figures which are the little lambs.  One is posed with it’s head turned 
back to look at baby Jesus and another is bent down nose to the cradle.  Both were  
very curious, but content in the presence of their King.

Silent Night – It makes me think of the love of a mother and her child.  My children are 
my greatest blessing and whenever I hear that song it fills my heart with memories of 
those calm, silent nights that I looked into their beautiful baby eyes and knew that my 
God loved me enough to bless me with my two amazing children.  I can’t help but think 
that Mary felt the same way as she sat in a quiet stable cradling her newborn son.

I am a tomboy at heart.  I love to hunt, fish, ride motorcycles and ATVs, I love getting 
dirty and I am very handy when it comes to home repairs and remodeling because I  
love a challenge and embrace opportunities to learn new skills or prove that I CAN.

Merilee Fuglie
Past President

• Belief
• Consistency
• Empathy
• Harmony
• Intellection

Born and raised in Stillwater, MN

Santa – to me he represents more than just the bearer of gifts.   
He represents the spirit of Christmas through giving, hope,  
love, laughter and joy for children and adults all over the world.   
Believe in the Magic of Christmas.

Hosanna Choir’s Peace, Peace and Silent Night –  
The melody and words reach into my heart and soul and fills  
me with peace, joy and hope.  This song is a testament to  
what Christmas truly means and the gift God has bestowed  
upon us through the birth of His Son.

I love to read, it is one of my favorite pastimes.  Since I can remember 
though, I don’t believe I have ever made it through an entire book 
without reading the last few pages.  For some odd reason knowing  
the ending does not spoil the book for me, it enhances the story!

Sherry Schumacher
Treasurer

• Achiever
• Developer
• Empathy
• Includer
• Positivity

Born in Rochester, MN; raised in Forest Lake since age 7

Mary – God chose Mary for one of the most important acts of 
obedience he has ever demanded of anyone.  Mary’s submission was 
part of God’s plan to bring about our salvation.  Although Mary was 
honored with the great blessing of being the mother of the Messiah, 
she suffered much pain and ridicule.  Mary was the only human 
present at Jesus’ birth who also witnessed his death. She saw him 
arrive as her baby son, and she watched him die as her savior.

Silent Night

I have a twin brother.

Doug Sill
Member-at-large

• Achiever
• Connectedness
• Empathy
• Input
• Learner

Born and raised on a farm near Madelia, MN

My favorite Christmas character is from a story my mother read to me about a 
poor, blind shepherd boy whose only possession was a torn, dirty and ragged 
cloth lamb that he carried constantly.  This little shepherd gave his toy to Baby 
Jesus.  When the Infant touched the rag toy it became a beautiful white lamb 
again.  At that same moment the shepherd boy gained his sight and was able  
to see both the Christ Child and the toy as he had always imagined it looked.  
This reminds me how profound the simple faith of a child is. 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing – The music to me sounds majestic and  
almost royal in nature, befitting of a “newborn King” and “Prince of Peace”.   
It gives me just an inkling of what the shepherds may have experienced  
that night.

The two people I most admire and whose teachings have influenced me 
greatly are His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama from Tibet  
and Mahatma Gandhi from India.

3 4

Julie Ohman
Member-at-large

• Achiever
• Communication
• Learner
• Positivity
• Woo

Born and raised in Superior, WI – a great place to grow up!

The Christmas Angel – I have always loved  the fact  
that God has given all of us angels  in our lives. Then,  
our daughter was  born on December 21 and she’s been  
“our Christmas Angel” ever since. 

Away in a Manger – I remember learning  and singing it as  
a child in the “Junior Lutheran Choir” at Concordia Lutheran 
Church in Superior.  I also loved teaching this to (and singing  
it with) the “Joyful Noise (Preschool) Choir” at Hosanna. 

It took me 19 years but I finally got my beloved Norwegian 
grandfather to pronounce the sound for the letter “J”  
correctly when he was over 80 years old!  Up until that time,  
my brothers and I  were called, “Yeff, Yimmy and Yulie”.

Max DeRaad
Member-at-large

• Developer
• Individualization
• Learner
• Relater
• Responsibility

Born in Albert Lea, MN; raised on a 40-acre hobby farm near Clarks Grove, MN

Joseph is my favorite Christmas Character because he was the  
“support” throughout this blessed event.  He supported this birth  
through true Faith with no expectations of his own.  He endured  
ridicule and even danger to make sure this birth happened. 

O Holy Night – I love the music (lots of range), but I also love that  
it tells the story in such a real fashion.  I remember hearing it as a  
child and was immediately struck by it. 

From time to time, I play duets on my saxophone with my friend’s mom who  
is 92.  We play the old Hymns and some “Showtunes”.  She is a better  
musician than me and will play for hours, but she puts up with me.  I usually 
have to quit because my lip hurts too much, but it doesn’t seem to bother her.  

The Hosanna Council is a dedicated and faithful team of individuals who are      here to serve and support the Hosanna community – learn more about them!
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• Developer
• Empathy
• Positivity

Born and raised in Edina, MN

The Shepherd that watched the flocks by night. 
To be out at night under the stars and especially 
that night, that one Brilliant Star that drew the 
Shepherd to the Baby Jesus. To me, the Shepherd 
represents the common person and the Shepherds 
presence was the gift to the baby Jesus.

Mary Did You Know – For me this is a very 
powerful song, that when I hear it sung gives  
me chills and a sense of peace.  The song  
speaks of Hope for all.

I put my arm around the actor Keifer 
Sutherland’s mother and was about to  
KISS her when I realized she wasn’t Laura.

Rena Benedict
Secretary

• Empathy
• Developer
• Learner
• Harmony
• Input

Born in Algona, Iowa; raised in St. Paul, MN

The Wise Men, to me they represent a combination  
of science and faith – although one of my favorites 
is the sign that reads Three Wise Women would have 
asked directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the 
baby, brought practical gifts, cleaned the stable,  
made a casserole, and there would be Peace On Earth!

Sweet Little Jesus Boy – Some people have a 
holiday tradition of Handel’s Messiah or the Guthrie’s 
Christmas Carol.  I first heard this sung in Penumbra 
Theater’s production “Black Nativity” – the most  
joyful Christmas tradition I have ever experienced.

My ancestor Abraham Kuyper was a noted theologian 
and the 24th prime minister of the Netherlands.

Rachel Kaup
President Elect

• Individualization
• Belief
• Responsibility
• Strategic
• Achiever

Born in Saint Cloud, MN; raised in Inver Grove Heights, MN since age 2

The Little Lamb, I have a beautiful ceramic nativity that my mother made in the early 
1970’s.  It has always held such deep rooted memories for me, despite the chips and 
cracks from years of use.  I love all the figures at the manger, but I am most attached 
to the smallest figures which are the little lambs.  One is posed with it’s head turned 
back to look at baby Jesus and another is bent down nose to the cradle.  Both were  
very curious, but content in the presence of their King.

Silent Night – It makes me think of the love of a mother and her child.  My children are 
my greatest blessing and whenever I hear that song it fills my heart with memories of 
those calm, silent nights that I looked into their beautiful baby eyes and knew that my 
God loved me enough to bless me with my two amazing children.  I can’t help but think 
that Mary felt the same way as she sat in a quiet stable cradling her newborn son.

I am a tomboy at heart.  I love to hunt, fish, ride motorcycles and ATVs, I love getting 
dirty and I am very handy when it comes to home repairs and remodeling because I  
love a challenge and embrace opportunities to learn new skills or prove that I CAN.

Merilee Fuglie
Past President

• Belief
• Consistency
• Empathy
• Harmony
• Intellection

Born and raised in Stillwater, MN

Santa – to me he represents more than just the bearer of gifts.   
He represents the spirit of Christmas through giving, hope,  
love, laughter and joy for children and adults all over the world.   
Believe in the Magic of Christmas.

Hosanna Choir’s Peace, Peace and Silent Night –  
The melody and words reach into my heart and soul and fills  
me with peace, joy and hope.  This song is a testament to  
what Christmas truly means and the gift God has bestowed  
upon us through the birth of His Son.

I love to read, it is one of my favorite pastimes.  Since I can remember 
though, I don’t believe I have ever made it through an entire book 
without reading the last few pages.  For some odd reason knowing  
the ending does not spoil the book for me, it enhances the story!

Sherry Schumacher
Treasurer

• Achiever
• Developer
• Empathy
• Includer
• Positivity

Born in Rochester, MN; raised in Forest Lake since age 7

Mary – God chose Mary for one of the most important acts of 
obedience he has ever demanded of anyone.  Mary’s submission was 
part of God’s plan to bring about our salvation.  Although Mary was 
honored with the great blessing of being the mother of the Messiah, 
she suffered much pain and ridicule.  Mary was the only human 
present at Jesus’ birth who also witnessed his death. She saw him 
arrive as her baby son, and she watched him die as her savior.

Silent Night

I have a twin brother.

Doug Sill
Member-at-large

• Achiever
• Connectedness
• Empathy
• Input
• Learner

Born and raised on a farm near Madelia, MN

My favorite Christmas character is from a story my mother read to me about a 
poor, blind shepherd boy whose only possession was a torn, dirty and ragged 
cloth lamb that he carried constantly.  This little shepherd gave his toy to Baby 
Jesus.  When the Infant touched the rag toy it became a beautiful white lamb 
again.  At that same moment the shepherd boy gained his sight and was able  
to see both the Christ Child and the toy as he had always imagined it looked.  
This reminds me how profound the simple faith of a child is. 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing – The music to me sounds majestic and  
almost royal in nature, befitting of a “newborn King” and “Prince of Peace”.   
It gives me just an inkling of what the shepherds may have experienced  
that night.

The two people I most admire and whose teachings have influenced me 
greatly are His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama from Tibet  
and Mahatma Gandhi from India.
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Julie Ohman
Member-at-large

• Achiever
• Communication
• Learner
• Positivity
• Woo

Born and raised in Superior, WI – a great place to grow up!

The Christmas Angel – I have always loved  the fact  
that God has given all of us angels  in our lives. Then,  
our daughter was  born on December 21 and she’s been  
“our Christmas Angel” ever since. 

Away in a Manger – I remember learning  and singing it as  
a child in the “Junior Lutheran Choir” at Concordia Lutheran 
Church in Superior.  I also loved teaching this to (and singing  
it with) the “Joyful Noise (Preschool) Choir” at Hosanna. 

It took me 19 years but I finally got my beloved Norwegian 
grandfather to pronounce the sound for the letter “J”  
correctly when he was over 80 years old!  Up until that time,  
my brothers and I  were called, “Yeff, Yimmy and Yulie”.

Max DeRaad
Member-at-large

• Developer
• Individualization
• Learner
• Relater
• Responsibility

Born in Albert Lea, MN; raised on a 40-acre hobby farm near Clarks Grove, MN

Joseph is my favorite Christmas Character because he was the  
“support” throughout this blessed event.  He supported this birth  
through true Faith with no expectations of his own.  He endured  
ridicule and even danger to make sure this birth happened. 

O Holy Night – I love the music (lots of range), but I also love that  
it tells the story in such a real fashion.  I remember hearing it as a  
child and was immediately struck by it. 

From time to time, I play duets on my saxophone with my friend’s mom who  
is 92.  We play the old Hymns and some “Showtunes”.  She is a better  
musician than me and will play for hours, but she puts up with me.  I usually 
have to quit because my lip hurts too much, but it doesn’t seem to bother her.  

The Hosanna Council is a dedicated and faithful team of individuals who are      here to serve and support the Hosanna community – learn more about them!



The church is Advent.
The unwrapping of God’s greatest gift is near. 
Advent – coming.

God will take away the tinsel and decorate our human hearts  
in hope so that Christians can sit laughing in the rain, knowing 
that the Lord is going to shine in upon their being.

For no matter how long the darkness, God will send the Light.

We will dance in the streets of Bethlehem, For He will be born!

The church is Christmas.
The present is the presence of the divine and holy in the form of a baby.

“Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of  
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a  
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth  
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel  
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace  
among those whom he favors!”

The church is Epiphany.
We are the Magi, searching,

resplendent in this world’s 
accouterments of knowledge  
and wealth and achievement.

But we search for something more.

And – of all unlikely places –  
in a stable the Deity appears.

The borning of our Lord bursts  
in upon our ordinary lives  
like fireworks in the snow.

Only God would send a little  
baby King, and we are on our knees,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

– selections from Kneeling in Bethlehem  
by Ann Weems

Seasons of the Church

Epiphany:   
January – February 18, 2015  
(Ash Wednesday) 
Discovering the Many Faces of Jesus

Stewardship Update
The Stewardship Team

Charitable donations can do more than help Hosanna Lutheran 
Church, they can save you a lot of money come tax time. Whether 
you are looking to give $50 or $5,000 there are many ways to 
maximize the gift of giving. The benefits primarily center around 
tax deductions.  You are able to take dollar-for-dollar deductions.

Donate Appreciated Stock to Avoid Capital Gains
In addition to getting dollar-for-dollar deductions for your 
donations, people who own appreciated stock that they have 
held for longer than one year can donate the shares to Hosanna 
Lutheran Church to avoid any long-term capital gains taxes. Maybe 
you bought a stock ten years ago for $500 and now it’s worth 
$1,000. Normally if you sell you are subject to the long-term capital 
gains tax on the $500 gain. If you give directly to Hosanna you’ll 
get a charitable deduction of $1,000 for the fair market value and 
avoid the long-term capital gains tax.

Donate from your IRA if you are over 70 and-a-half  
The IRS requires everybody over 70½ to take money out of their 
IRA and retirement plan, as a strategy you can withdraw that 
money as a charitable donation directly to Hosanna Lutheran 
Church. By doing that you get the deduction from your charitable 
donation and don’t have to worry about the tax implications.

Mortgage Update
Sherry Schumacher, Council Treasurer

The Church Council accepted an amazing offer 
from Thrivent Financial, our current mortgage 
holder, for a re-price of Hosanna’s mortgage.  
Our new interest rate for the next five years will 
be 3.625%.  Our existing rate was 6.50%.  This 
blessing of interest savings can now be used to 
support Hosanna’s programs and ministries.  

The new payment will begin in November.  The reduction of the 
interest premium was due to the following:

• Excellent repayment on the lines of credit

• Strong cash flow

• Providing line of credit documentation on  
a monthly basis as originally requested

We did not pay any additional funds for this re-price, there were no 
closing costs.  This blessing will certainly strengthen our financial 
future at Hosanna.  Your continued financial support is vital to the 
mission that we share.

Green Earth Team (GET)
Next meeting on December 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:00 a.m.
The Green Earth Team (GET) is excited about the enthusiasm and 
involvement in Stewardship of the Earth by members of Hosanna. 
We have an educational segment coming soon that will help 
individuals and businesses become more familiar with ways  
to love and care for God’s creations – the Earth and all living 
things. Please join us in making this a success! Contact Kathy 
Okeson, tv69oke@aol.com, or any GET board member for more 
information. Join us on the first Sunday of the month at 10 a.m.  
for an hour long planning meeting. 5 2

Children’s Performing Arts (CPA)  
and Hosanna Partner for Pajamas
This season’s CPA production is Peter Pan – the story of a 
mischievous little boy who can fly.  Most of our kids have a 
warm place to sleep, cozy pajamas and a person to read to them 
at night.  Unfortunately, that is not the case for everyone in 
and around our community.  This year CPA and Hosanna are  
teaming up with Pajama Program to collect new pajamas and 
new books for kids in need.  Thousands of the children they serve 
live in group homes or shelters and many have never enjoyed 
the simple comfort of having a parent tuck them in at bedtime 
and read to them.  Together we will be collecting new pajamas 
and new books starting January 4th through the performances 
on February 13 – 15.  Please consider donating:  new pajamas 
(infant - teen sizes) and/or new books.  

Sunshine Preschool Pie Gift Cards
Sunshine Preschool is selling pie gift cards valid for one whole 
pie at any Village Inn or Baker’s Square nationwide. Pie cards are 
great to use for holiday pies or for giving as gifts. Even better – 
buy a pie card and use it to bring a pie to the Thanksgiving service 
at Forest Hills United Methodist on November 26. Each pie card 
costs $12.50 and the proceeds benefit Sunshine Preschool. You 
can stop by preschool to purchase pie cards through December 5  
or contact Sunshine at 651.464.5502, ext. 2014 or sunshine@
sunshine-preschool.net. Thank you for your support!

Angel Tree Christmas
Hosanna will again be 
participating in Angel Tree 
Christmas this year.  Through 
this ministry, you can provide gifts for children living in MN 
who have a parent in prison.  These gifts are given on behalf 
of their parent who won’t be spending Christmas with them 
this year.  The gifts are delivered to families nearby or shipped 
to families in more remote areas of MN.  Stop by the tables in 
the Upper Commons beginning November 23rd to select an 
Angel Tree tag and sign up to brighten a child’s Christmas!  Gift 
ideas are provided and the suggested gift amount is $20-25.  
All gifts are due back to Hosanna in a box ready for wrapping 
by December 7th.  Please let us know if you’d like to help at 
our wrapping night on December 11th or be part of a delivery 
team!  Thanks for your consideration.  Connectors: Sue Palmer 
651.329.1098 and Anne Myre 651.303.9321.

Be a Mentor and a Friend –  
a Partnership with Forest Lake Elementary
Eat lunch with a 4th, 5th or 6th grader in need of a lunch- 
buddy, play a few board or card games and have some caring 
conversations.  Upcoming lunch dates are:  December 8, 22, 
January 15, 26 and February 9, 24.  Contact Dave Sauer  
to sign-up at 651.464.8815 or davesauer65@gmail.com.   
Make a difference in our community!

Stewardship Celebration
Sunday, November 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 and 10:30 a.m.
Join us on Sunday, November 23rd as we 
celebrate Stewardship, as well as Christ the 
King Sunday.  My Giving Plan cards were 
recently mailed out.  Please bring your 
completed card to worship on November 
23rd.  There will be a special time for all 
to bring their Giving Plans and Offerings 
forward during worship.  Please prayerfully 
consider God’s work within the Hosanna community and  
within your own life.  Stewardship is believing that everything 
belongs to God.  We are all stewards of the Kingdom – today!  
Please contact Pastor Linda with any questions or concerns.

NBC’s Peter Pan Live Viewing party 
Thursday, December 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00 p.m.
We invite CPA families and Hosanna families to NBC’s Peter Pan 
Live Viewing party!  Get your PJ’s on, bring a pillow and blanket, 
and join us at Hosanna on December 4th at 7:00 p.m. for the 
Live production of Peter Pan!  This will also be the introduction 
and kick-off to the Pajama Program contest we will be doing 
this year!  Due to allergies, please do not bring any food.  We 
do, however, encourage you to bring a water bottle, pillow and 
blanket.  CPA will provide a light snack.

Pause*Ponder*Prepare
An Advent Breakfast for women and girls of ALL Ages

Saturday, December 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 – 10:30 a.m.
The MEN are cooking!  Join Pastor Linda as we read the OLD 
familiar Christmas story and see it come alive through lively 
illustrations and conversations.  Free will donation for breakfast 
will be accepted.

Kingdom Assignment Art Sale at Hosanna
Sundays, December 7 and 14 . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Proceeds to benefit St. Paul Partners clean water initiative  
for Tanzania.

Save the Date!  Soup-er Bowl Event
Our Worship & Music Kingdom Assignment team is planning 
a “Soup-er Bowl” event to kick-off fundraising for worship and 
music at Hosanna.  Some of the planned events include food, 
music, raffles, silent auction and craft sale items.  Proceeds from 
this event will go towards purchasing, replacing and repairing 
equipment for our worship spaces with 10% of the money raised 
being given directly to a local food shelf.  Please mark your 
calendars for Friday, January 30th, and plan to join us for this 
fun event.  If you are interested in volunteering or in donating 
silent auction or raffle items, please contact Rachel Kaup at 
hakrkaup@gmail.com or Jim Deshaw at deshawjim@gmail.com.  

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPSUPCOMING EVENTS!
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connect360: Wednesday evenings
Hosanna’s Wednesday night programming is up and running! The evening  
begins by sharing a meal together, followed with Fellowship, Faith, FUN, Music, 
Worship and Faith Formation for ALL AGES.

NO connect360 on November 26, December 24 and December 31.

Last Word
On October 26th, 2014, thirteen of our young people affirmed their baptism in the  
Rite of Confirmation.  They said YES! to a God who will continue to walk alongside 
them in their journey of faith.  Congratulations Confirmation Class of 2014!
Here is what some of them had to say about their faith:

Youth Events...coming soon!
December 5:  Christmas Lock-In
Registration forms are available on the 
youth bulletin board or in the youth 
room.  We will be taking a look at Love 
and what it means to Love our neighbors.

January 17-20:  Mid-Winter Retreat
Details coming SOON.  Watch e-blasts 
and Facebook for more information.

I have seen God in many places…  
but most of all I have felt God’s love  

through the kindness of people.

I believe that Hosanna will  
always walk by my side…  

I consider them part of my family.

The past two years have been a roller  
coaster ride…I’ve had times when  
my faith has been tested and times  

where my faith has grown a lot stronger.

I love God, and God loves me…

For all my life, I’ve lived here  
worshiping along with my church family.   
I was baptized here, learned everything  

I know about God here, and I couldn’t imagine 
life without Hosanna and my growing faith.

My faith is me!  

I see the cross as a symbol  
for freedom.  Jesus died for ME!

connect360: Adult Education  
Living Your Strengths at Hosanna 
Do you have the opportunity to do what you do best every day?  Do you bring your 
best to your relationships, your community, your work and your church?  Do you know 
what your God-gifted talents are?   

All too often our natural talents go untapped.  From cradle to the cubicle, we devote 
more time to fixing our weaknesses than to developing our talents to create strengths.

Living Your Strengths is a process that helps you identify, affirm and serve from your 
strengths.  It includes the online Clifton StrengthsFinder assessment paired with a time 
to discover what this means to live, love and serve from these strengths, discovering the 
power of community when we live a strengths-based life.

Wednesdays – January 7, 14, 21, 28
Cost is $15 due the first night of class (for StrengthsFinders code) 
Facilitator: Pastor Linda

Save the DATE – Couples’ Retreat!
Creating a STRONG Relationship using StrengthsFinders 
February 20-21, 2015
Sign-up and additional information to follow.  Location and Cost TBD.   
Contact Pastor Linda if you might be able to help organize this event!

Children, Youth and Family (CYF) Update
It has been four months since Tracie Peterson with InterServe Ministries 
has entered into partnership with us to lead us in renewing CYF 
ministry at Hosanna.  Tracie has been focused on the day-to-day tasks 
of getting programming supported and running smoothly; things 
like connect360 faith formation, confirmation for 7th and 8th grade 
students and Jesus and Me (JaM) time on Sunday mornings.  We are 
off to a great start, filled with energy, excitement and many caring 

volunteers.  Now it is time to turn the corner and begin visioning for the future of 
CYF Ministries!  From a process perspective, the next three months will be focused on 
gathering information; learning, discerning and evaluating.  Be part of the journey.  
Contact Tracie Peterson or Pastor Linda for more information. 

Weekly Schedule 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
A high quality, healthy meal 
with salad bar and dessert

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Good News at 6  
(mid-week worship service) 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation, Music & 
Arts, Confirmation, Higher 
Ground and Adult Learning

Advent Meals on 
December 3, 10 and 17
Two kinds of soup,  
bread/or sandwich,  
dessert and beverages.  
Free will offering accepted.

Meal Prices 
(starting January 7)
Grade 2 and under $4 
Grade 3 to Adult $6 
Entire Family $20

Discounted pre-payment 
6-week meal package 
(starting January 7)
Grade 2 and under $18 
Grade 3 to Adult $30  
Entire Family $90 

UPCOMING DATES

November 23
Christ the King Sunday 

Stewardship Celebration

November 26
Thanksgiving Eve Service – 7:00 p.m. 
Forest Hills United Methodist Church,  

Forest Lake

December 3
Building the Nativity:  

The Innkeeper and his Wife

December 4
NBC’s Peter Pan Live Viewing party 

December 6 – 9:00 a.m.
Advent Breakfast for Women and Girls

December 10
Building the Nativity: Angels and Shepherds

December 11
Angel Tree Gift Wrapping

December 17
Building the Nativity: Mary and Joseph

December 21 – 9 and 10:30 a.m.
The First Christmas Night in Story and Song

December 24 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship

4:00 p.m. – Christmas Praise and  
Worship led by Hosanna worship band  

with special children’s message

9:00 and 10:30 p.m. – Festive Christmas 
Worship with Brass and Hosanna Choir

December 28 – 9:00 and 10:30 p.m.
Youth-led worship services

January 30
Soup-er Bowl Event

February 13 – 15
CPA’s Peter Pan performances

February 18
Ash Wednesday

February 20-21
Couples’ Retreat: Creating a STRONG  
Relationship using StrengthsFinders
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2014 Confirmands (from left to right)  Front row: Pastor Linda Friesen,  
Paige Robinson, AJ Dreyer, Ethan Grant, Kendra Anderson, Kimmie Dreyer  
and Josh Larson.  Back row: Luke Grossen, Carrie Voss, William Valentin,  
Colten Christy, Vanessa Weigel, Lexi Jordan and Max Kelley.

Be part of the Journey!
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the PALM
Advent – Christmas – Epiphany
Be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.  ~Psalm 24.1

Greetings Friends!
The notion of time helps us celebrate life by marking and recalling the important dates 
and events in our lives.  In November the Liturgical Year, or church calendar, begins anew 
as we enter the Season of Advent when once again we wait with the pregnant Mary and the 
expectant Joseph for the birth of Jesus.  Yes, it happens every year, but each year our waiting 
invites a new understanding of the Christ-child.  Advent may be the one time during the 
entire year that we stop to reflect, wait, and truly be still.  

The weeks leading up to Christmas Day can 
be stressful, anxiety-inducing, exhaustingly 
busy, even prematurely celebratory. And yet the 
Season of Advent can offer the exact opposite,  
if only we choose to intentionally embrace it.  
Advent is a time of preparation. We prepare 
our selves and our hearts by calmly listening, 
speaking to each other in caring conversation. 
We prepare our homes in a sort of outward 
display of this inward preparation by putting up 
our Christmas tree, perhaps lighting the Advent 
wreath or setting up a nativity. All of these 
actions are opportunities to model to the world 
a different way of being, opportunities to reflect, 
connect, explore our faith, be still.

At Hosanna we are ready to partner with you. Come and worship on Sunday mornings  
and Wednesday evenings during Advent as we look deep at the words of waiting —  

HOPE, PEACE, JOY, LOVE — so that your heart might be ready to fully receive the baby  
in the manger on Christmas!  On Wednesday evenings we will build the scene as those  
who gathered that first Christmas will share their story of waiting and watching.  

During the Season of Epiphany we will look at the many faces of Jesus asking the question:  
Who is this one who was born in a manger?  And then follow up with the question:  What 
does this mean in my daily life?

Be part of the story!  
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JOIN US! 
Christmas Eve Worship Times 

December 24th

4:00, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m.

As we prepare for Christ coming during Advent it is important to 
remember that the journey was one of the most important elements  

of the Advent. The shepherds, the wise men, Mary, and Joseph all set out 
on a journey for the coming of Christ.  Join the journey!

Wednesday Evenings: Characters at 
the Cradle – Building the Nativity

December 3
The Innkeeper and his Wife:  
A crowded Inn and a Stable

December 10
Angels and Shepherds: Announcers 
and Praisers, People on the Move!

December 17
Mary and Joseph: Meet the Parents

Saturday, December 6th 
9 – 10:30 a.m.

Pause*Ponder*Prepare
An Advent Breakfast for women  
and girls of ALL ages (see page 5) 

Sunday, December 21st 
9 and 10:30 a.m.

The First Christmas Night  
in Story and Song

“Twas the very first Christmas, when 
all through the town not a creature 

was stirring – there was not a sound.” 

Wednesday, December 24th 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship

4:00 p.m.
Christmas Praise and Worship  
led by Hosanna worship band  
with special children’s message

9:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Festive Christmas Worship with  

Brass and Hosanna Choir

Prepare for Christmas!Embark on the  
journey this Advent!


