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the PALM
Back to the Future
2 Corinthians 5:17 – So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

The movie Back to the Future begins with the ticking of clocks – tick tock tick tock tick 
tock – time passing. Time is a precious gift that cannot be bought, earned or saved.  It  
can only be received as a gift and spent wisely. 

Hosanna has been around for 40 years – that’s a large amount of time!  Hosanna has a 
rich history, filled with many stories and deep traditions.  This past year has been a time 
of celebrating 40 years of ministry; a time of looking back, celebrating and sharing stories.  
It has been time well spent.  Now, as we begin opening up a new chapter in the life of 
Hosanna it is time for us to step back into the present moment with our eye to the future 
where God is calling us to make new traditions and build new relationships and engage 
new ministry partners out in the world.  It is time for BACK TO THE FUTURE!  

The final line in the movie Back to the Future features Dr. Emmett Brown, “Doc”, and the 
NEW Marty McFly preparing to travel back to the future.  Marty questions the way and 
Doc replies, “Roads?  Where we’re going, we don’t need roads…”  And off they go!  Let’s 
go! Be part of the adventure!

Together in Christ ~  

Summer 
Highlights!
• VBS
• Camp Luther Dell
• Mens Softball Team
• Lakeside Worship
• State Fair Clean-up

Hosanna Lutheran Church Fall 2014 Newsletter

We are called, gathered and sent to be a people living,  
loving and serving as Jesus did, so that all may know Him.

Hosanna 
Lutheran Church

9300 Scandia Trail North 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025 
www.hosannaforestlake.net 

phone: 651.464.5502 
fax: 651.464.9020

• Saturday, September 6 
 6 p.m. Back to the Future (rated PG) Movie Night in the Garden Chapel

• Sunday, September 7:  Back to the Future – All Things New!
– Worship times return to 9 or 10:30 a.m. in the Great Hall
– During both services – Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases
– 10:00 a.m. ALL CHURCH PHOTO in the Great Hall
– NEW JaM:  Jesus and Me, an optional release time  

for our youngest worshippers (see page 2)

• Wednesday, September 10:  connect360 debuts!!  (see page 1)

• Sunday, September 14:  Back to the Future – Holy Cross Sunday

• Sunday, September 21:  Back to the Future – The Kingdom of God!

Hosanna 
Lutheran Church

RETURN MAILING ADDRESS
9300 Scandia Trail North 

Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025

Join us this fall and go  
Back to the Future... 

you won’t want to miss it!
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Hosanna’s NEW Wednesday night programming  
runs from September through April. The  
evening begins by sharing a meal together,  
followed with Fellowship, Faith, FUN, Music,  
Worship and Faith Formation for ALL AGES.

Last Word
As we join in celebrating Hosanna’s fortieth  
anniversary, we find ourselves in a remarkable place, 
one of great privilege.  We look back at the day that 
there was a knock at our door, a stranger asking us 
if we would be interested in becoming involved in 
starting an ELCA mission church in Forest Lake.  
We remember the humble beginnings in an old 
farmhouse and barn.  We mark the spiritual stepping-
stones: family baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and 

funerals.  We cherish the life-long friendships that we have found. Our lives have 
unfolded along with Hosanna’s story.  

And then, by God’s grace, we have the joy of imagining what the next forty years 
will bring to our Hosanna family, what the impact of the continuing journey of 
faith our church family will have on our lives and the lives of so many of you.  
What is certain is that each step forward will be as precious and faith-filled as the 
footprints of the past have been.  The mission statement of Hosanna, to live, love 
and serve as Jesus did so that all may know Him, is simple and clear and full of 
promise, not only for our congregation, but for all those with whom we can hope  
to share this joyful journey.  

God is good.  He is great.  He is glorious and precious and present in the spiritual 
life of Hosanna.  We are blessed to have been a part of this journey, both for what 
has been and for what is to come.

Together, with all of you, in Christ – 
Roger and Judi Finnes

40th Anniversary Homecoming
Sunday, September 21, 2014

Please join us for worship Sunday morning at 9 a.m. or  
10:30 a.m. as we celebrate 40 years of ministry at Hosanna 
through music with the Hosanna Reunion Choir*, a special 
children’s message, a walk down Hosanna’s Memory Lane 
and an anniversary sermon from Pastor Linda Friesen. A 
reception will be held between services and after the 10:30 service. Mark your 
calendar now and plan to be with the Hosanna congregation to celebrate 40  
years of “Living, loving, and serving as Jesus did....so that all may know him.”

* Current and former choir members are invited to join the Hosanna Reunion Choir 
for these anniversary celebration services. Rehearsals will be held Wednesday, Sept 
17 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Sept 21 at 8:15 a.m. at Hosanna.  Please share this 
invitation with others who may be interested.

connect360: Adult Learning
“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed  
by the renewing of your minds...” Romans 12:2

At Hosanna Lutheran Church we are moving into a future that 
will include deliberate planning for Adult Discipleship. As we 
begin this journey, we will begin the process of laying down a 
foundation to develop opportunities for adults to connect and 
grow in discipleship together – now and in the future.

This fall, Pastor Amie will teach a large group study on 
Wednesday nights using the “Liquid” Bible Study video series 
entitled: Mirror Image. It is a five-week study based on the 
most famous biblical parables. The stories remind us that Jesus’ 

revolutionary teachings ask us to change the way we think, in order to make a 
difference in this world. 

The second five-week study will be from the “Liquid” Bible Study video series 
entitled: Crossroads based on the biblical book of “Joshua.” Life is a journey. The only 
way to get to the other side of life’s challenges is to step out in faith!  All adults are 
invited to this adult learning opportunity. Come to as many as your schedule allows! 

connect360: Faith Formation
4-6 Graders   Here is your chance to see how all of this “Faith Stuff” connects  
together.  We will start with major themes and see how it all connects through  
videos, Bible exploration, and hands-on projects.  Parents Meeting the first night  
to explore what is going on before we jump into the lessons. 

1–3 Graders   Learn about the important Bible stories in new and interactive  
ways . . . a time full of stories, games and projects.  Children will love working, 
learning and playing together.  This year we will be adding music to the mix. 

Preschoolers-Kindergarten   You will be meeting in the Nursery/Preschool  
rooms for a chance to hear stories, sing songs and play. 

Please visit hosannaforestlake.net for more information about classes.   
Volunteers are needed to make this programming possible.  Register now! 

Weekly Schedule 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
A high quality, healthy meal 
with salad bar and dessert

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Good News at 6  
(mid-week worship service) 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation, Music & 
Arts, Confirmation, Higher 
Ground and Adult Learning

Meal Prices
Grade 2 and under $4 
Grade 3 to Adult $6 
Entire Family $20

Discounted pre-payment 
5-week meal package
Grade 2 and under $15 
Grade 3 to Adult $25  
Entire Family $75 

 
September 10 
Homemade pizza,  
salad bar, banana bars

September 17 
Pancakes, bacon,  
salad bar, cookies

September 24 
Spaghetti and meatballs, 
garlic bread sticks,  
salad bar, pumpkin bars

New Photo Directory
Hosanna is doing a NEW church photo directory, working with Lifetouch Church 
Directories and Portraits. Dates for photo sessions are September 2 – 4 and 
September 23 – 24 (2:20 – 9:00 p.m. each day). NO SITTING FEE or PRESSURE  
to order additional portraits. Receive a COMPLIMENTARY 8x10 portrait and  
a FREE church directory. Sign up after church services or schedule online at  
www.hosannaforestlake.net   Please be a part of this new directory!

UPCOMING DATES

September 2 – 4
Photo Directory Sittings

September 6 – 6 p.m.
Back to the Future (PG) Movie Night

September 7
Back to the Future – All Things New! 
Installation of connect360 Teachers 

Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases

September 7 – 10 a.m.
ALL CHURCH PHOTO, Great Hall

September 10
connect360 Debuts!

September 14
Back to the Future – Holy Cross Sunday

September 21
Back to the Future – The Kingdom of God!

September 21
40th Anniversary  

Homecoming Celebration

September 23 – 24
Photo Directory Sittings

October 5
GET Meeting – 10:00 a.m.

October 15
No connect360 (MEA Break)

October 26  
Reformation Sunday 

Rite of Confirmation – 10:30 a.m.

November 2
All Saints Sunday 

GET Meeting – 10:00 a.m.

November 23
Christ the King Sunday

November 26
Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Forest Hills United Methodist Church,  
Forest Lake

December 7
GET Meeting – 10:00 a.m.
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Erik Christensen
Custodian

• Input
• Responsibility
• Arranger
• Positivity
• Learner

Born in St. Paul, MN;  
Raised in Forest Lake, MN

Job 12:7-10 – “But ask the animals, and 
they will teach you; or the birds of the air, 
and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, 
and it will teach you; or let the fish of the 
sea inform you. Which of all these does  
not know that the hand of the Lord has  
done this?  In His hand is the life of every 
creature and the breath of all mankind.”

“Wait a minute, Doc.  Ah…are you  
telling me you built a time machine…
out of a DeLorean?”  – Marty McFly

“The way I see it, if you’re gonna build  
a time machine into a car, why not  
do it with some style.”  – Doc Brown

I love 80s movies like Back To The 
Future, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, 
Christmas Vacation, Uncle Buck  
and Three Amigos.

Harry Eckert
Custodian

• Empathy
• Harmony
• Consistency
• Responsibility
• Adaptability

Born and raised in  
Winona, MN

Matthew 19:24 – “Again I tell you, 
it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

A well-to-do friend of mine 
was worried about this, and I 
explained that the eye of a needle 
was the small door of a walled-in 
city, and that it was possible to 
enter that way, but much harder 
than through the main gate.

“Look, Marvin, you gotta play. See, 
that’s where they kiss for the first 
time on the dance floor.  And if 
there is no music, they can’t dance.  
If they can’t dance, they can’t kiss.  
If they can’t kiss they can’t fall in 
love, and I’m history.”  – Marty

I received my First Degree Black 
Belt in Tae Kwon Do at age 70.

Green Earth Team (GET)
Did you know you can now recycle plastic containers  
with the numbers 1 - 7, yogurt & butter containers,  
clamshell containers and the lids/caps? 
The Green Earth Team (GET) is excited to pass on this  
fantastic new feature from Forest Lake Sanitation!  The  
GET will begin monthly meetings on Sunday, October 5th,  
at 10 a.m. in the conference room, and meet through May.  
Meetings are the first Sunday of every month.  We welcome  
each of you to contact a current GET person, or just  
show up to a meeting, to find out what exciting events  
we are planning for the coming year for Hosanna,  
a Green Congregation!

For more information, please contact Kathy Okeson at: 
tv69oke@aol.com or 651-206-1676

State Fair Clean-up Thanks!
We have some awesome and committed volunteers here at 
Hosanna. Over the course of the two weeks of the Minnesota 
State Fair, over 100 people put in nearly 600 person-hours of 
work.  Many thanks to those who contributed to this effort, 
especially Gene Janicke and Rick Bahnemann, who worked just 
about every night!  Thanks to all who gave their time and 
worked so hard.

This fundraiser 
brings in a great deal 
of money for our 
on-going ministries 
at Hosanna. This 
year, it was just over 
$10,000, making it 
our largest single 
annual fundraiser.  
Way to go!

Higher 
Ground
Life happens every day.  
We make plans, but 
something comes up 
that causes us to rethink 
what we are doing, where 
we are going and what 
we believe.  This year, 
our 9-12 graders will be 
looking at what to do 
when “Life Happens.”  
Looking forward to  
seeing you at 6:30 on 
Wednesday Nights.

Luther’s Rose
Martin Luther’s seal is easily the most 
recognized symbol for Lutheranism.  
In Luther’s day it was common 
practice for prominent members of the 
community to have a personal seal or 
coat of arms.  The symbolism on the 
seal would tell others something about 
the person, what they did or believed. 

Luther first designed his seal in 1520 as a way to summarize his 
faith.  Luther was a professor at Wittenburg at that time and his 
writings were becoming more popular.  His printers asked him for 
a personal mark for his published works that would summarize 
his faith.  Over time, Luther tweaked it until it looked like the one 
pictured above.

Luther’s seal was a reminder that pointed him and others to Christ 
and remains a symbol of our faith as living Lutherans!

The Rite of Confirmation in the Lutheran Church is a public 
profession of faith; a time to consider a seal of faith for ourselves.  
It is also called the Affirmation of Baptism where the confirmand 
affirms the promises made at their Baptism, the foundation of our 
faith journey.  

On Reformation Sunday, October 26th at the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service our young people from Hosanna will confirm their faith — 
not a graduation but a stepping-stone into the life of discipleship.  

The Rite of Confirmation

Jesus and Me (JaM) – children’s release time during regular worship
“Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” Proverbs 22:6 
Let the children come!

Rick Bahnemann
Facilities Director

• Belief
• Responsibility
• Developer
• Empathy
• Positivity

Born in Roseville, MN;  
raised in Forest Lake, MN

Joshua 1:9 – Be strong and  
courageous! Do not be afraid  
or discouraged. For the Lord God  
is with you wherever you go.

“Road? Where we’re going,  
we don’t need roads.”   
– Dr. Emmett

I collect old pretty tea cups.

GALLUP 
TOP 5 

STRENGTHS

BORN &  
RAISED

FAVORITE 
BIBLE 
VERSE

FAVORITE 
BACK TO 

THE FUTURE 
QUOTE

YOU MAY  
NOT KNOW!

Rob Myre, Custodian (photo and information not available)

2014 Confirmands

Kendra Anderson

Anna Bloomberg

Colten Christy

AJ Dreyer

Kimmie Dreyer

Ethan Grant

Luke Grossen

Lexi Jordan

Max Kelley

Josh Larson

Paige Robinson

William Valentin

Carrie Voss

Vanessa Weigel

Why do we welcome children in worship?
In our baptismal service, parents, sponsors 
and the whole congregation promise to bring 
children to worship.  Bringing children into 
the sanctuary is something like allowing a 
child to eat dinner at the table. Even though 
their manners are far from elegant, it is done 
so those children will learn and feel like they 
are a part of the family. Inviting children to 

participate is the most powerful way to teach them. Children learn 
by experience. We learn to worship and become an active member 
of our church community by being a welcome participant.

What do children learn in worship?
They learn that they belong to the family of God. They are 
exposed to the sights, sounds and feel of the sanctuary. They learn 
that something is expected of them – they may respond in song, 
prayer and offering. They learn to respect the worship experience.

Studies have shown that children who attend worship as children 
will attend worship as adults.  Children that attend Sunday 
School and occasionally attend worship are not likely to attend 
worship as adults.  We have come to the conclusion that we need 
to encourage children to worship and be engaged in worship. We 
don’t want to segregate children out of worship! We want to have 
a church that experiences weekly intergenerational worship. If our 
youngest worshippers (preK thru 3rd grade) need time to wiggle, 
there is an optional Jesus and Me (JaM) release time during the 
sermon/message and then the children will return to the worship 
area to experience the offering, prayers and communion with 
their families. 

We are encouraging children to worship on Sundays with their 
families. Education, for all ages, will happen on Wednesday 
evenings during connect360 at Hosanna.

This fall we are encouraging everyone from birth to 100+ to 
worship together at 9 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. at Hosanna Lutheran 
Church and to return on Wednesdays for a variety of educational 
opportunities. 
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Linda Friesen
Pastor

• Maximizer
• Input
• Achiever
• Intellection
• Self-assurance

Born and raised in  
St. Louis Park, MN

From Matthew 28 – I will be with you always, 
until the end of time! This verse is written 
(in Swedish!) in the front of the church at 
my home congregation, Christ Lutheran in 
Marine on St. Croix. 

These words of promise bring me a sense  
of peace knowing that in the highs and  
lows of life I am never alone.

“It means your futures haven’t  
been written yet. No one’s has.  
So make it a good one...”

I once volunteered as an EMT on an  
ambulance squad.

Jackie Verdick
Office Coordinator

• Responsibility
• Harmony
• Individualization
• Positivity
• Achiever

Born in Minneapolis, MN;  
raised in New Richmond, WI

John 8:12 – Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, 
“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

This is reassuring to me that even in our darkest 
moments, He is ALWAYS with us to light the way.

“Oh, and one more thing, if you guys ever have 
kids and one of them, when he is eight years old, 
accidentally sets fire to the living room rug, go 
easy on him.”

Both my husband and I are twins. When I was  
little I used to brag that I was the “older twin.” 
Now my twin sister brags that I’m the older twin!!

Amie Barsch Odahl
Pastor

• Achiever
• Learner
• Responsibility
• Activator
• Relator

Born in Springfield, OH, where my  
dad was attending Hamma Seminary.

Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things  
through Christ who strengthens me.

This inspires me and gives  
me encouragement.

“That’s heavy.”  There’s that word  
again, “heavy.” Why are things so heavy  
in the future?  Is there a problem with  
the Earth’s gravitational pull?

My first job after college was as an aide  
to a Congressman in Washington DC.

Sue Palmer
Bookkeeper

• Empathy
• Developer
• Responsibility
• Belief
• Harmony

Born in Minneapolis, MN;  
raised in Golden Valley, MN

Proverbs 3:5 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart  
and lean not on your own understanding.

When I try to do things my own way and don’t  
spend time with my Heavenly Father, life seems  
more challenging.  Knowing deep in my heart  
that He loves me so much and wants good for my  
life, I can face any challenge by leaning into Him  
and letting Him lead the way through it.

“GREAT SCOTT!!!”  I just love the expression  
on his face, eyes wide open and the excitement  
in his voice.

I once won a car in a raffle!! 

Tracie Peterson
CYF Director

• Developer
• Adaptability
• Learner
• Belief
• Positivity

Born and raised in  
Hawley, MN

Romans 12:12 – Let your hopes keep you joyful,  
be patient in your troubles and pray at all times.

It’s a great reminder that no matter  
what is happening in my life, God is  
walking with me.  Through the good  
times and the bad, God is listening.

“Roads?  Where we’re going,  
we don’t’ need roads…” 

I worked as a restaurant clown to pay for my 
books during college – balloon animals and all!

Charlie Ollmann
Choir Director

• Positivity
• Connectedness
• Belief 
• Learner 
• Developer

Born and raised in  
South Milwaukee, WI

“Trust in The Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not unto your own understanding.” 

I believe that there is always more  
to understand than we can fathom.  
Having faith in God bridges that  
gap in our frail human condition.

“If my calculations are correct,  
when this baby hits eighty-eight  
miles per hour, you’re going to see 
some serious ...t!” – Doc

I still believe Green Bay could be  
the Promised Land.

Rob Anderson
Worship & Music Director

• Responsibility
• Maximizer
• Connectedness
• Empathy
• Relator

Born and raised in  
White Bear Lake, MN

Luke 12: 25-26 – Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. 
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the 
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

I’ve always felt that this verse is counter to our culture. Instead of 
going through life preoccupied with our needs, wants and desires, 
we have been freed to seek out God’s kingdom.

“I’m afraid you’re just too darn loud.” 

At age 12 I made my Orchestra Hall debut playing a solo organ 
arrangement of “The Muppet Theme” and no, I’m not kidding.

Mary Gookins
Hand Bell Director

• Empathy
• Learner
• Adaptability
• Positivity
• Developer

Born in Cleveland, OH;   
raised in International Falls, MN

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.

It’s my favorite because I love to make music  
for the Lord and serve his people in many ways.

If you put your mind to it,  
you can accomplish anything.

I spent my first 2 years teaching in Blue Earth, MN.  Went overseas for 9 years 
teaching for Dept of Defense Dependents in Germany and Japan.  In 1980 I 
came to FL for a 1-year term sub position – retired from FLAS after 32 years. 

The staff at Hosanna 
Lutheran Church are a 
dedicated and faithful 
team of individuals who 
are here to serve and 
support the Hosanna 
community as we strive 
to live out our mission 
as followers of Jesus.  
Learn more about us! 

Why the “Back to the 
Future” movie quote?  
Because that is our Fall 
theme, of course!  Join 
us for a movie night on 
Saturday, September 
6th at 6 p.m. in the 
Garden Chapel/
Fellowship Hall with 
popcorn and more!
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Linda Friesen
Pastor

• Maximizer
• Input
• Achiever
• Intellection
• Self-assurance

Born and raised in  
St. Louis Park, MN

From Matthew 28 – I will be with you always, 
until the end of time! This verse is written 
(in Swedish!) in the front of the church at 
my home congregation, Christ Lutheran in 
Marine on St. Croix. 

These words of promise bring me a sense  
of peace knowing that in the highs and  
lows of life I am never alone.

“It means your futures haven’t  
been written yet. No one’s has.  
So make it a good one...”

I once volunteered as an EMT on an  
ambulance squad.

Jackie Verdick
Office Coordinator

• Responsibility
• Harmony
• Individualization
• Positivity
• Achiever

Born in Minneapolis, MN;  
raised in New Richmond, WI

John 8:12 – Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, 
“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

This is reassuring to me that even in our darkest 
moments, He is ALWAYS with us to light the way.

“Oh, and one more thing, if you guys ever have 
kids and one of them, when he is eight years old, 
accidentally sets fire to the living room rug, go 
easy on him.”

Both my husband and I are twins. When I was  
little I used to brag that I was the “older twin.” 
Now my twin sister brags that I’m the older twin!!

Amie Barsch Odahl
Pastor

• Achiever
• Learner
• Responsibility
• Activator
• Relator

Born in Springfield, OH, where my  
dad was attending Hamma Seminary.

Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things  
through Christ who strengthens me.

This inspires me and gives  
me encouragement.

“That’s heavy.”  There’s that word  
again, “heavy.” Why are things so heavy  
in the future?  Is there a problem with  
the Earth’s gravitational pull?

My first job after college was as an aide  
to a Congressman in Washington DC.

Sue Palmer
Bookkeeper

• Empathy
• Developer
• Responsibility
• Belief
• Harmony

Born in Minneapolis, MN;  
raised in Golden Valley, MN

Proverbs 3:5 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart  
and lean not on your own understanding.

When I try to do things my own way and don’t  
spend time with my Heavenly Father, life seems  
more challenging.  Knowing deep in my heart  
that He loves me so much and wants good for my  
life, I can face any challenge by leaning into Him  
and letting Him lead the way through it.

“GREAT SCOTT!!!”  I just love the expression  
on his face, eyes wide open and the excitement  
in his voice.

I once won a car in a raffle!! 

Tracie Peterson
CYF Director

• Developer
• Adaptability
• Learner
• Belief
• Positivity

Born and raised in  
Hawley, MN

Romans 12:12 – Let your hopes keep you joyful,  
be patient in your troubles and pray at all times.

It’s a great reminder that no matter  
what is happening in my life, God is  
walking with me.  Through the good  
times and the bad, God is listening.

“Roads?  Where we’re going,  
we don’t’ need roads…” 

I worked as a restaurant clown to pay for my 
books during college – balloon animals and all!

Charlie Ollmann
Choir Director

• Positivity
• Connectedness
• Belief 
• Learner 
• Developer

Born and raised in  
South Milwaukee, WI

“Trust in The Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not unto your own understanding.” 

I believe that there is always more  
to understand than we can fathom.  
Having faith in God bridges that  
gap in our frail human condition.

“If my calculations are correct,  
when this baby hits eighty-eight  
miles per hour, you’re going to see 
some serious ...t!” – Doc

I still believe Green Bay could be  
the Promised Land.

Rob Anderson
Worship & Music Director

• Responsibility
• Maximizer
• Connectedness
• Empathy
• Relator

Born and raised in  
White Bear Lake, MN

Luke 12: 25-26 – Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. 
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the 
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

I’ve always felt that this verse is counter to our culture. Instead of 
going through life preoccupied with our needs, wants and desires, 
we have been freed to seek out God’s kingdom.

“I’m afraid you’re just too darn loud.” 

At age 12 I made my Orchestra Hall debut playing a solo organ 
arrangement of “The Muppet Theme” and no, I’m not kidding.

Mary Gookins
Hand Bell Director

• Empathy
• Learner
• Adaptability
• Positivity
• Developer

Born in Cleveland, OH;   
raised in International Falls, MN

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.

It’s my favorite because I love to make music  
for the Lord and serve his people in many ways.

If you put your mind to it,  
you can accomplish anything.

I spent my first 2 years teaching in Blue Earth, MN.  Went overseas for 9 years 
teaching for Dept of Defense Dependents in Germany and Japan.  In 1980 I 
came to FL for a 1-year term sub position – retired from FLAS after 32 years. 

The staff at Hosanna 
Lutheran Church are a 
dedicated and faithful 
team of individuals who 
are here to serve and 
support the Hosanna 
community as we strive 
to live out our mission 
as followers of Jesus.  
Learn more about us! 

Why the “Back to the 
Future” movie quote?  
Because that is our Fall 
theme, of course!  Join 
us for a movie night on 
Saturday, September 
6th at 6 p.m. in the 
Garden Chapel/
Fellowship Hall with 
popcorn and more!
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Erik Christensen
Custodian

• Input
• Responsibility
• Arranger
• Positivity
• Learner

Born in St. Paul, MN;  
Raised in Forest Lake, MN

Job 12:7-10 – “But ask the animals, and 
they will teach you; or the birds of the air, 
and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, 
and it will teach you; or let the fish of the 
sea inform you. Which of all these does  
not know that the hand of the Lord has  
done this?  In His hand is the life of every 
creature and the breath of all mankind.”

“Wait a minute, Doc.  Ah…are you  
telling me you built a time machine…
out of a DeLorean?”  – Marty McFly

“The way I see it, if you’re gonna build  
a time machine into a car, why not  
do it with some style.”  – Doc Brown

I love 80s movies like Back To The 
Future, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, 
Christmas Vacation, Uncle Buck  
and Three Amigos.

Harry Eckert
Custodian

• Empathy
• Harmony
• Consistency
• Responsibility
• Adaptability

Born and raised in  
Winona, MN

Matthew 19:24 – “Again I tell you, 
it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

A well-to-do friend of mine 
was worried about this, and I 
explained that the eye of a needle 
was the small door of a walled-in 
city, and that it was possible to 
enter that way, but much harder 
than through the main gate.

“Look, Marvin, you gotta play. See, 
that’s where they kiss for the first 
time on the dance floor.  And if 
there is no music, they can’t dance.  
If they can’t dance, they can’t kiss.  
If they can’t kiss they can’t fall in 
love, and I’m history.”  – Marty

I received my First Degree Black 
Belt in Tae Kwon Do at age 70.

Green Earth Team (GET)
Did you know you can now recycle plastic containers  
with the numbers 1 - 7, yogurt & butter containers,  
clamshell containers and the lids/caps? 
The Green Earth Team (GET) is excited to pass on this  
fantastic new feature from Forest Lake Sanitation!  The  
GET will begin monthly meetings on Sunday, October 5th,  
at 10 a.m. in the conference room, and meet through May.  
Meetings are the first Sunday of every month.  We welcome  
each of you to contact a current GET person, or just  
show up to a meeting, to find out what exciting events  
we are planning for the coming year for Hosanna,  
a Green Congregation!

For more information, please contact Kathy Okeson at: 
tv69oke@aol.com or 651-206-1676

State Fair Clean-up Thanks!
We have some awesome and committed volunteers here at 
Hosanna. Over the course of the two weeks of the Minnesota 
State Fair, over 100 people put in nearly 600 person-hours of 
work.  Many thanks to those who contributed to this effort, 
especially Gene Janicke and Rick Bahnemann, who worked just 
about every night!  Thanks to all who gave their time and 
worked so hard.

This fundraiser 
brings in a great deal 
of money for our 
on-going ministries 
at Hosanna. This 
year, it was just over 
$10,000, making it 
our largest single 
annual fundraiser.  
Way to go!

Higher 
Ground
Life happens every day.  
We make plans, but 
something comes up 
that causes us to rethink 
what we are doing, where 
we are going and what 
we believe.  This year, 
our 9-12 graders will be 
looking at what to do 
when “Life Happens.”  
Looking forward to  
seeing you at 6:30 on 
Wednesday Nights.

Luther’s Rose
Martin Luther’s seal is easily the most 
recognized symbol for Lutheranism.  
In Luther’s day it was common 
practice for prominent members of the 
community to have a personal seal or 
coat of arms.  The symbolism on the 
seal would tell others something about 
the person, what they did or believed. 

Luther first designed his seal in 1520 as a way to summarize his 
faith.  Luther was a professor at Wittenburg at that time and his 
writings were becoming more popular.  His printers asked him for 
a personal mark for his published works that would summarize 
his faith.  Over time, Luther tweaked it until it looked like the one 
pictured above.

Luther’s seal was a reminder that pointed him and others to Christ 
and remains a symbol of our faith as living Lutherans!

The Rite of Confirmation in the Lutheran Church is a public 
profession of faith; a time to consider a seal of faith for ourselves.  
It is also called the Affirmation of Baptism where the confirmand 
affirms the promises made at their Baptism, the foundation of our 
faith journey.  

On Reformation Sunday, October 26th at the 10:30 a.m. worship 
service our young people from Hosanna will confirm their faith — 
not a graduation but a stepping-stone into the life of discipleship.  

The Rite of Confirmation

Jesus and Me (JaM) – children’s release time during regular worship
“Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” Proverbs 22:6 
Let the children come!

Rick Bahnemann
Facilities Director

• Belief
• Responsibility
• Developer
• Empathy
• Positivity

Born in Roseville, MN;  
raised in Forest Lake, MN

Joshua 1:9 – Be strong and  
courageous! Do not be afraid  
or discouraged. For the Lord God  
is with you wherever you go.

“Road? Where we’re going,  
we don’t need roads.”   
– Dr. Emmett

I collect old pretty tea cups.

GALLUP 
TOP 5 

STRENGTHS

BORN &  
RAISED

FAVORITE 
BIBLE 
VERSE

FAVORITE 
BACK TO 

THE FUTURE 
QUOTE

YOU MAY  
NOT KNOW!

Rob Myre, Custodian (photo and information not available)

2014 Confirmands

Kendra Anderson

Anna Bloomberg

Colten Christy

AJ Dreyer

Kimmie Dreyer

Ethan Grant

Luke Grossen

Lexi Jordan

Max Kelley

Josh Larson

Paige Robinson

William Valentin

Carrie Voss

Vanessa Weigel

Why do we welcome children in worship?
In our baptismal service, parents, sponsors 
and the whole congregation promise to bring 
children to worship.  Bringing children into 
the sanctuary is something like allowing a 
child to eat dinner at the table. Even though 
their manners are far from elegant, it is done 
so those children will learn and feel like they 
are a part of the family. Inviting children to 

participate is the most powerful way to teach them. Children learn 
by experience. We learn to worship and become an active member 
of our church community by being a welcome participant.

What do children learn in worship?
They learn that they belong to the family of God. They are 
exposed to the sights, sounds and feel of the sanctuary. They learn 
that something is expected of them – they may respond in song, 
prayer and offering. They learn to respect the worship experience.

Studies have shown that children who attend worship as children 
will attend worship as adults.  Children that attend Sunday 
School and occasionally attend worship are not likely to attend 
worship as adults.  We have come to the conclusion that we need 
to encourage children to worship and be engaged in worship. We 
don’t want to segregate children out of worship! We want to have 
a church that experiences weekly intergenerational worship. If our 
youngest worshippers (preK thru 3rd grade) need time to wiggle, 
there is an optional Jesus and Me (JaM) release time during the 
sermon/message and then the children will return to the worship 
area to experience the offering, prayers and communion with 
their families. 

We are encouraging children to worship on Sundays with their 
families. Education, for all ages, will happen on Wednesday 
evenings during connect360 at Hosanna.

This fall we are encouraging everyone from birth to 100+ to 
worship together at 9 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. at Hosanna Lutheran 
Church and to return on Wednesdays for a variety of educational 
opportunities. 
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Hosanna 
Lutheran Church

9300 Scandia Trail North 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025 
www.hosannaforestlake.net 

phone: 651.464.5502 
fax: 651.464.9020

LINDA FRIESEN
Pastor 

lfriesen@hosannaforestlake.net 

AMIE BARSCH ODAHL
Pastor 

aodahl@hosannaforestlake.net

TRACIE PETERSON
Children, Youth & Family Director 
tpeterson@hosannaforestlake.net

ROB ANDERSON
Worship & Music Director 

music@hosannaforestlake.net

CHARLIE OLLMANN
Hosanna Choir Director 

charlie@connectwithmusic.com

MARY GOOKINS
Handbell Director 

mlgookins@gmail.com

RICK BAHNEMANN
Facilities & Food Service Director 

rbahnemann@hosannaforestlake.net

JACKIE VERDICK
Office Coordinator 

communication@hosannaforestlake.net 
jverdick@hosannaforestlake.net

SUE PALMER
Bookkeeper 

spalmer@hosannaforestlake.net

HARRY ECKERT
Custodian

ERIK CHRISTENSEN
Custodian

ROB MYRE
Custodian

Hosanna’s NEW Wednesday night programming  
runs from September through April. The  
evening begins by sharing a meal together,  
followed with Fellowship, Faith, FUN, Music,  
Worship and Faith Formation for ALL AGES.

Last Word
As we join in celebrating Hosanna’s fortieth  
anniversary, we find ourselves in a remarkable place, 
one of great privilege.  We look back at the day that 
there was a knock at our door, a stranger asking us 
if we would be interested in becoming involved in 
starting an ELCA mission church in Forest Lake.  
We remember the humble beginnings in an old 
farmhouse and barn.  We mark the spiritual stepping-
stones: family baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and 

funerals.  We cherish the life-long friendships that we have found. Our lives have 
unfolded along with Hosanna’s story.  

And then, by God’s grace, we have the joy of imagining what the next forty years 
will bring to our Hosanna family, what the impact of the continuing journey of 
faith our church family will have on our lives and the lives of so many of you.  
What is certain is that each step forward will be as precious and faith-filled as the 
footprints of the past have been.  The mission statement of Hosanna, to live, love 
and serve as Jesus did so that all may know Him, is simple and clear and full of 
promise, not only for our congregation, but for all those with whom we can hope  
to share this joyful journey.  

God is good.  He is great.  He is glorious and precious and present in the spiritual 
life of Hosanna.  We are blessed to have been a part of this journey, both for what 
has been and for what is to come.

Together, with all of you, in Christ – 
Roger and Judi Finnes

40th Anniversary Homecoming
Sunday, September 21, 2014

Please join us for worship Sunday morning at 9 a.m. or  
10:30 a.m. as we celebrate 40 years of ministry at Hosanna 
through music with the Hosanna Reunion Choir*, a special 
children’s message, a walk down Hosanna’s Memory Lane 
and an anniversary sermon from Pastor Linda Friesen. A 
reception will be held between services and after the 10:30 service. Mark your 
calendar now and plan to be with the Hosanna congregation to celebrate 40  
years of “Living, loving, and serving as Jesus did....so that all may know him.”

* Current and former choir members are invited to join the Hosanna Reunion Choir 
for these anniversary celebration services. Rehearsals will be held Wednesday, Sept 
17 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Sept 21 at 8:15 a.m. at Hosanna.  Please share this 
invitation with others who may be interested.

connect360: Adult Learning
“Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed  
by the renewing of your minds...” Romans 12:2

At Hosanna Lutheran Church we are moving into a future that 
will include deliberate planning for Adult Discipleship. As we 
begin this journey, we will begin the process of laying down a 
foundation to develop opportunities for adults to connect and 
grow in discipleship together – now and in the future.

This fall, Pastor Amie will teach a large group study on 
Wednesday nights using the “Liquid” Bible Study video series 
entitled: Mirror Image. It is a five-week study based on the 
most famous biblical parables. The stories remind us that Jesus’ 

revolutionary teachings ask us to change the way we think, in order to make a 
difference in this world. 

The second five-week study will be from the “Liquid” Bible Study video series 
entitled: Crossroads based on the biblical book of “Joshua.” Life is a journey. The only 
way to get to the other side of life’s challenges is to step out in faith!  All adults are 
invited to this adult learning opportunity. Come to as many as your schedule allows! 

connect360: Faith Formation
4-6 Graders   Here is your chance to see how all of this “Faith Stuff” connects  
together.  We will start with major themes and see how it all connects through  
videos, Bible exploration, and hands-on projects.  Parents Meeting the first night  
to explore what is going on before we jump into the lessons. 

1–3 Graders   Learn about the important Bible stories in new and interactive  
ways . . . a time full of stories, games and projects.  Children will love working, 
learning and playing together.  This year we will be adding music to the mix. 

Preschoolers-Kindergarten   You will be meeting in the Nursery/Preschool  
rooms for a chance to hear stories, sing songs and play. 

Please visit hosannaforestlake.net for more information about classes.   
Volunteers are needed to make this programming possible.  Register now! 

Weekly Schedule 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
A high quality, healthy meal 
with salad bar and dessert

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Good News at 6  
(mid-week worship service) 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
Faith Formation, Music & 
Arts, Confirmation, Higher 
Ground and Adult Learning

Meal Prices
Grade 2 and under $4 
Grade 3 to Adult $6 
Entire Family $20

Discounted pre-payment 
5-week meal package
Grade 2 and under $15 
Grade 3 to Adult $25  
Entire Family $75 

 
September 10 
Homemade pizza,  
salad bar, banana bars

September 17 
Pancakes, bacon,  
salad bar, cookies

September 24 
Spaghetti and meatballs, 
garlic bread sticks,  
salad bar, pumpkin bars

New Photo Directory
Hosanna is doing a NEW church photo directory, working with Lifetouch Church 
Directories and Portraits. Dates for photo sessions are September 2 – 4 and 
September 23 – 24 (2:20 – 9:00 p.m. each day). NO SITTING FEE or PRESSURE  
to order additional portraits. Receive a COMPLIMENTARY 8x10 portrait and  
a FREE church directory. Sign up after church services or schedule online at  
www.hosannaforestlake.net   Please be a part of this new directory!

UPCOMING DATES

September 2 – 4
Photo Directory Sittings

September 6 – 6 p.m.
Back to the Future (PG) Movie Night

September 7
Back to the Future – All Things New! 
Installation of connect360 Teachers 

Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases

September 7 – 10 a.m.
ALL CHURCH PHOTO, Great Hall

September 10
connect360 Debuts!

September 14
Back to the Future – Holy Cross Sunday

September 21
Back to the Future – The Kingdom of God!

September 21
40th Anniversary  

Homecoming Celebration

September 23 – 24
Photo Directory Sittings

October 5
GET Meeting – 10:00 a.m.

October 15
No connect360 (MEA Break)

October 26  
Reformation Sunday 

Rite of Confirmation – 10:30 a.m.

November 2
All Saints Sunday 

GET Meeting – 10:00 a.m.

November 23
Christ the King Sunday

November 26
Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Forest Hills United Methodist Church,  
Forest Lake

December 7
GET Meeting – 10:00 a.m.
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the PALM
Back to the Future
2 Corinthians 5:17 – So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

The movie Back to the Future begins with the ticking of clocks – tick tock tick tock tick 
tock – time passing. Time is a precious gift that cannot be bought, earned or saved.  It  
can only be received as a gift and spent wisely. 

Hosanna has been around for 40 years – that’s a large amount of time!  Hosanna has a 
rich history, filled with many stories and deep traditions.  This past year has been a time 
of celebrating 40 years of ministry; a time of looking back, celebrating and sharing stories.  
It has been time well spent.  Now, as we begin opening up a new chapter in the life of 
Hosanna it is time for us to step back into the present moment with our eye to the future 
where God is calling us to make new traditions and build new relationships and engage 
new ministry partners out in the world.  It is time for BACK TO THE FUTURE!  

The final line in the movie Back to the Future features Dr. Emmett Brown, “Doc”, and the 
NEW Marty McFly preparing to travel back to the future.  Marty questions the way and 
Doc replies, “Roads?  Where we’re going, we don’t need roads…”  And off they go!  Let’s 
go! Be part of the adventure!

Together in Christ ~  

Summer 
Highlights!
• VBS
• Camp Luther Dell
• Mens Softball Team
• Lakeside Worship
• State Fair Clean-up

Hosanna Lutheran Church Fall 2014 Newsletter

We are called, gathered and sent to be a people living,  
loving and serving as Jesus did, so that all may know Him.

Hosanna 
Lutheran Church

9300 Scandia Trail North 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025 
www.hosannaforestlake.net 

phone: 651.464.5502 
fax: 651.464.9020

• Saturday, September 6 
 6 p.m. Back to the Future (rated PG) Movie Night in the Garden Chapel

• Sunday, September 7:  Back to the Future – All Things New!
– Worship times return to 9 or 10:30 a.m. in the Great Hall
– During both services – Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases
– 10:00 a.m. ALL CHURCH PHOTO in the Great Hall
– NEW JaM:  Jesus and Me, an optional release time  

for our youngest worshippers (see page 2)

• Wednesday, September 10:  connect360 debuts!!  (see page 1)

• Sunday, September 14:  Back to the Future – Holy Cross Sunday

• Sunday, September 21:  Back to the Future – The Kingdom of God!

Hosanna 
Lutheran Church

RETURN MAILING ADDRESS
9300 Scandia Trail North 

Forest Lake, Minnesota 55025

Join us this fall and go  
Back to the Future... 

you won’t want to miss it!




